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ence and for their enduring belief in the unalienable right to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, declare the seven-day period beginning May 7, 1982, as Asian/
Pacific American Heritage Week. I call upon the people of the United
States to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 12th day of
April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sixth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 4928 of April 12, 1982
Dutch-American Friendship Day, 1982

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

April 19, 1982 marks the two hundredth anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations between the Netherlands and the United States of
America. This is the United States' longest unbroken, peaceful relationship
with any foreign country.

From the very beginning, Americans and Dutch were drawn together by
mutual ideals. The Pilgrims resided in the Netherlands for ten years before
they set sail for the New World. During the Revolutionary War, the Dutch
people demonstrated their widespread sympathy for the American struggle
for freedom.

On the Dutch island of St. Eustatius in the Caribbean, the first foreign
salute to the American flag took place on November 16, 1776; John Paul
Jones was received as a hero in Amsterdam in 1779 when he landed with
two captured British ships; and the Dutch Government entered into secret
negotiations with the Continental Congress, starting in 1778, on the draft of
a Treaty of Amity and Commerce.

But, most important, on April 19, 1782, John Adams was admitted by the
States General of the Dutch Republic as Minister of the United States of
America, thus obtaining the second diplomatic recognition of the United
States as an independent nation. Adams also succeeded, on October 8,
1782, in signing the first Treaty of Amity and Commerce between the two
countries. This recognition of the United States as an independent nation
can be regarded as a key step in our country's efforts to take its rightful
place in the world community of nations as a sovereign state.

During the dark days of World War II, America was able to return this
early support for our nationhood. Thousands of our young men are buried
on Dutch soil, having given their lives in the liberation of the Netherlands.

Today, the United States and the Netherlands share a joint commitment to
our common security and the defense of freedom and our shared democrat-
ic values through our mutual membership in the North Atlantic Alliance.

Our close economic ties reinforce our common philosophic and political
goals, and the Netherlands is now the top foreign investor in the United
States.
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While the particular expression of our policies and actions has not always
been identical, this recognition of common interests and shared ideals has
been a hallmark of the continuously peaceful and productive relationship
between the United States and the Netherlands for two hundred years.

In recognition of this long and fruitful relationship between our two coun-
tries and peoples, I do hereby designate April 19, 1982 as Dutch-American
Friendship Day and call on all Americans to observe such day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, 1 have hereunto set my hand this 12th day of
April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sixth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 4929 of April 14, 1982
Crime Victims Week, 1982

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The innocent victims of crime have frequently been overlooked by our
criminal justice system. Too often their pleas for justice have gone unheed-
ed and their wounds—personal, emotional and financial—have gone unat-
tended.

The rule of law is fundamental to the preservation of the democratic princi-
ples and ideals that law-abiding Americans cherish. Our commitment to
criminal justice goes far deeper than our desire to punish the guilty or to
deter those considering a lawless course. We must never forget that our
laws represent the collective moral voice of a free society—a voice that ar-
ticulates our shared beliefs about the rules of civilized behavior, and re-
flects our basic precept that men and women should be treated as free indi-
viduals, responsible for the consequences of their actions. When we counte-
nance the suffering of innocent victims of crime, we thus threaten to under-
mine the faith of our citizens in a legal system that lies at the heart of much
that is unique and precious about our Nation itself.

We cannot afford for law-abiding Americans to lose that faith. At a time
when crime remains a serious national problem, we must be ever-more
zealous in our pursuit of law and justice. In that pursuit, we must never
forget that the victims of crimes are not merely statistics on a police blotter;
they are our friends, relatives, neighbors and fellow citizens. They are enti-
tled to better treatment, and it is time to do something about it.

The plight of innocent citizens victimized by lawlessness deserves immedi-
ate national attention. I have, therefore, decided to establish a Presidential
Task Force on Victims of Crime, to be composed of members of the public
with particular knowledge and expertise in the area of victims' rights, that
will evaluate current national, state and local policies and programs con-
cerning this important issue and recommend executive and legislative
action to improve our efforts to assist and protect victims of crime.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning April 19, 1982, as Crime
Victims Week. I urge all Federal, state and local officials involved in the
criminal justice system to devote special attention to the needs of victims
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